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ENVIRONMENT

Ire over mines, power plant

POST REPORTERS

An expansion of limestone mining and
anew coal-fired power plant in Saraburi
is facing local protests over environ-
mental and health concerns.

Villagers around the TPI Polene
Power Plc projects will be negatively
affected by the projects, said Ruangkiat
Suwannopat, leader of an environmen-
tal protection association.

“The limestone mines and coal-fired
power plant can cause pollution and
pesticide residue across nearby areas,”
he said, adding that this can create res-
piratory problems and increase the risk
of cancer for locals. “It can also con-
taminate dairy farming, crop farming
and local tourism. The government
should prevent such impacts before
they become long-term health issues.”

News ID: C-220510001011

The mines also harm the natural
environment and damage the area’s
resources, Mr Ruangkiat said, adding
that underground water has become
scarce because of the mine’s water
use.

Mr Ruangkiat said villagers had
opposed cabinet approval to renew the
TPI Polene Power Plc’s licence back in
2019.In mid-2021, a cabinet resolution
was halted as the area was classified
under the Watershed Classification
class 1A and 1B, which is the highest
degree of watershed ecosystem control
issued by the Royal Forest Department.

However, the villagers learned that
the firm had expanded its mines into
tambon Tab Kwang of Saraburi’s Kaeng
Khoi district. There is also concemn
about the impact on the Bodhisat-
tva cave.
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